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ſerve to our Livingy tel Revenue, 7 did not 
know how I could Jo effetiually obey, his Lordſhip's In- 

wy Pariſhioners a right. 3 
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this Purpoſe ¶ have draum up ag Papers, 
which'\l Eur, Put into the ele Hands I baue a, ah 
read and weighed almoſt every thing that I could meet 
with 22 the Fubjen; I h 
rial things 45 I do not greatly miſtake, I have made 
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ditd 19-croud as-much as pofible into a narrow Com- „55 


2755 yet without Obſeurity. My Labour will or 
ar to the Reader, but 2412 mleſs Time and with „„ 
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eſcaped my utmoſt Care; and, therefore, if any ſbould 2 „ 


appear, I. all be thankful 
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1 Err into as narrow a Com- 
# $ as come direftly to the Point with- / 
out the Formality of an Introduction; and ſhall digeſt 'S 

=. > my Matter into the following Order. 1 | T 

1, 1 fhall confider how this Matter flands upon eguitab/e and | i 
focial 476 peu BREE | | 
2. I ſhall argue from the common and allowed Principles of 
Religion in General. _ 
3. I ſhall inquire what Account Rewe/ation has 22 8 
4. Examine into the Civil Efab/;ment of Tythe in England. 


_ - Firſt, I ſhall enquire how this Matter ftands upon equitable and * 
facial Principles: which * the more neceſſary, becauſe * 
many Perſons conſider Human. Laws as the only Foundation of - | 1 
+ Kight, and becauſe the Laws are in many Inſtances defective. 
A great part of the Clergy's /ittled Maintenance has been alienated, 
particularly in Market Towns, where an handſome Proviſion is 
moſt wanted, both as a proper Reward for the greater Burthey '* 
of Duty required in thoſe large Curcs, and as a neceſſary Sup- - 
Port to enable the Incumbents to live in a manner ſuitable to their 
Situations. —But, beſides the Alienation of [mpropriated Tythe of 
Land, in moſt. places the Proviſion which the Legiſlature had 
made for per/onal Tythe is quite loſt, and no where fully ſecured 
by the preſent Laws, or paid by the People, though altogether. 
as reaſonable in themſelves, as any other Tythe whatſoever. — 
There are alſo not a few-Inſtances of Parcels of Gentlemen's 
Eſtates being exempred from the Payment of any Tythe at all, to 
the great Prejudice of the Clergy, and not much to the Honour of 
the Owners, In other Places, _ as London, together with many 
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minſier-Hall; not conſidering, that all Human — {wa 
Xs be foanded on fone ngcedent Low of 2 bo, * 


which all reaſonable Beings If the ſubjec̃t 

an Hamas Law be not in its own Nature equitable, it can never 
— the Nature of 
Society my 2 jurious to the 


aha oy + jnd Ft be iniv own Nature og 
table, it muſt for ever, inder the five Circumſtances, continue 
to be io, whether it does or does not receive the Sanction of Civii 


Authority. To bring this t down to_the Conception of 

der of Hin , and home to the Conſcience of 
every one of common „I would afk a ſhort Queſtion or 
two. 8 a Man were, by ick Invitation, — wy 


e Es on a Trade in any Town; and {i 
poſe, facer „ that rear ons Fra ap Town ad fp: 
of that particular Neighbourhood, and of the Good 
of the Publick, he ſhould be obliged to follow that , or 


Trade, under a Reſtriction from following any other Em- 


| for the Maintenance of himſelf and Family; would not 

a one have a natural Right to a Maintenance thoſe for 
whoſe immediate Benefit he 1s employed ? And if he had no legal 
eee; that natural Right, would not he have Rea- 
ſon to complain of Oppreſſion from the Efabl;/Ament, 2s 
well as of Injuſtice | n 
chen only change the Profeſſor, and and fee whether the A 
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Dedication of themſelves, made 
in the Society, or of any other way 
any one, now, ſay, that theſe Perſons have not a reaſonable 
a proper Maintenance and Reward ? If not, it will fol- 
the Society has a right to the Labours of ſo many of its 
thout being obliged to make them any Return: That 
a Number of Men, for the Good of 
themſelves to Beggary, as well as conſtant Con · 
nement and Labour, If this be not inconſiſtent with every Idea 
hat we can form of natural Equity and Juſtice, there are no ſuch 
as any Notions of Equity and Juſtice ſubſiſting. 1 
75 if this be the common Cauſe of the Society, it muſt be 
_— Concern of Oy SOR proportion to his Abi- 
{ity, to contribute towards xpence of ſupporting it. Whether 
ay dry wala vp ar yphn ee 
come ariſes from the Exerciſe of a Profe/ion, or Trade, or En- 
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to the general Laws of natural Equity, Fufice, and Gratitude, 
which it is not in the Power of Human — Human 
Laws can determine Property, and create a Civil Right where 
there was none before ; but they cannot invalidate an antecedent 
one ; much leſs does an antecedent enn 
want of a civil Sanction to inforce it. Since, therefore, 
lick Wiſdom of the Nation (to which all the private Mem 
_ to ſubmit, or Government and Society cannot ſubſiſt) have 
J an iated Order of Men neceſſary for ſuch Purpoſes, 
invited ſuch a Number to ane themſelves to thoſe 
Uſes, for the general Good, though the Government ſhould ne- 
their Duty by not making a /zge/ Proviſion for them, and 
ining how mach, and in what manner, each particular 
ember ſhall give toward this ral Fund, yet, nevertheleſs, 
the Conflitution having 2 the Neceſſity of ſuch an Order, 
the Neceſlity of a Support follows in courſe, as a Means to 
an Exd; and the wy Jas equal Concern to a/ the Mem- 
bers, they muſt all, of what or Condition ſoever, be equally 
_ obliged to contribute their Proportion ; which Proportion m 
nnn Ability, there being a 
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— Gratitude, and muſt equally 
1 ic A ratitude, | ly 
— ing equally intended for 
xemprions, fu the greateit 
ythe-free, ich means 
Subſiftence, could Cuſtom, or any 


e ſui m for his Uſefulneſs in the Exerciſe of his 
FTunction. z Gentleman ſhould turn all his Eſtate in any 
"3: Pariſh into à Park for Drier, or plant it all with Timber, _ 
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this Altevition in the e 1 0 
| 8 his Share towards the 14 Of Cauſe which is 
The joint Concern of every Tnhabitant ?' Not at ul. And would. 
| Not bis Share, in common-Reaſon, be in grape ne to his Efate 


in the Pariſh ? Undoubtedly, —So, likewiſe, as to Moduſes, if ® 


you carry the Preſcription ever ſo far back, it cannot deſtto 
immutable Olin and, —ů with Suhmiſſton Ara 
venerable Bench of Judges (whoſe Office I efteetni as much as a 
Man) all Modu/es that are inconſiſtent with the decent Supp! by: 
religious Wor. iþ and the Clergy, are ſo many Acts Impi 
towards Gop, of Injuftice and Ingratitude towards Man, 
ever may be the Determination of the Courts at Weftpinfler, If 
| theſe Conſiderations were ſeriouſly weighed, ſach as have any Senfe 
Of Piety and common Morality would not (eſpecially in poor LI. 
vings where there is but a ſcanty Proviſion for the Miniſter) be ib 
forward to take Advantage of an unreaſonable and wicked Cu- 


ſtom, how ancient ſoever, in favour of Exemptions and My- 


, l 
And, as every Man, by the Law of his Creation, js under an 
Obligation to contribute ſuch a Share of his Subſtance as may be 
<eflary to the decent Support of the Worſhiip and Service ot his 
N ſo in like manner ought every one to offer ſomething to 
Gov in Acknowledgment of his being the Governor of the World, 
from whom we received every thing that we — this Senſe 
Hebe is, in itſelf, a direct Act of . eed, all good 
ctions may be conſtrued, con ſeguentialhj, to be worſhipping of 

Gop, as being done in obedi om 
Support of religious Worſoig and the Maintenance of Go p Mi- 
niflers in the Diſcharge of their ſacerdotal Office is worſhippi 

or (as the 2 expreſſes it) honouring Go n with 2 
aue, as it is a Declaration of Gop's Dominion and Government 3 

| AR of Praiſe and Thankſgiving for the Bleſſings of his Provi- 

dence, and the Means of obtaining future Favours. Under n 
next Head I ſhall prove that the Tythe paid to the Jew! Priel 
and Levites under the Law was conſidered, not only as their 
Maintenance, but as an Offering to Gov, at whoſe Altars they 
| ſerved, in the Capacity of hi Minifters and Receivers. But, at 


. 
ad -4 
4 


reſent, I view the thing only in the Light in which all Heathen _ 


ations looked upon it. And thus they univerſally underſtood 
it, as has been ſhewn from undeniable Teſtimonies, by many of 
our Writers; but moſt particularly and fully by Dr. Conber and 
Mr. Leſey. The People paid it as a Tribute due to the King of 
all the. Earth; as.a. Quit Rent to the Supream Lord. under whom 
they held every thing : And it was paid to the Prieſts, becauſe it 

being an Offering to Gop, his Miniſters received it in his Name 
and for his Uſe. In Conſequence of which Opinion they eſteemed 
| the * of it as a virtual Denial of Gop's Providence, 
a F 


ue 
ce to his Command; but the 


iture of their Title to his Bleſſing. But it may be 


17 -# 
<<. , 95 
* „ E * * 2 - ” - ha V4 * * 


. 
* 


Tithe, 


1 * / 
* i 
4 

* N 
— 

a 


.. The Greeks had the fame high Notion ogg 
Tythe, of which Ze» high Notion of the Sacredne/+ of 
| © 0 . th remarkable Inftance. The 


| Ground ficred to Dieve. Whokoerey poleats . . 

F the Tythe of his yearly — eh i, Jt hp 

"10: ana the. Temple. . If he nectar 
e noe, Ie e 


Law, wherein every Merchans ws. 
2 - * erchant was bound 
Frankipteals to their God Sabir, which his 
— Priefls 


MW; 


Prieſt: received: neither could any Sale be made of it till that 


was paid. And when the Hebe was paid, then the Remainder 
was thought /an#/fed to the Uſe of the Owner; but, till then, 
it was eſteemed the greateſt Prefunation and Impiety to touch any 
thing of it. And this Notion was ſo general, as to occaſion a 
proverbial Deſcription of a wicked Perſon, viz. To eat of that 
which had not been ſanfified by the Govs having had their Part 
fir ft taken out of it. —Agreeable to their Notion of Jybes being 
an Offering due to God, (though received by the Prie#s) as an 
Acknowledgment of their owing every thing to them, and a neceſſary 
means of procuring a Bleſing upon their future Labours, it was, in 
conſequence, an _— Opinion among them, that Hebe 
was to be paid of a- — of all Merchandize and Trading, 
of all manual Labour, and of all Sp2ils taken in War, as well 
* as of all Eſtates, real and perſonal; of every thing given by the 
* Gods, whom they acknowled ge to be the Gran of every Bleſ- 
* ſing which any one enjoyed.” 
Whether theſe Notions, ſo univerſally held by the Heathens, 
were the Reſult of natural Reaſon only, J have no Occaſion to 
conſider in this Place; if they avere, this Advantage at leaſt will 
be gained in favour of them, viz. that they are agreeable to the 
common Senſe of Mankind, or there would not have been ſuch a 
general Agreement among Nations who differed ſo widely in other 
religious Opinions and Cuſtoms, But, if they took their Riſe, 
as without doubt they did, originally, from a Revelation handed 
down, and ſpread by Tradition, then they receive the higheſt 
Confirmation frem a Divine Authority. 
From this Account of the Sentiments and Conduct of Heathens, 
as we find it in prophane Writers, I am naturally led, 
To enquire what Account the /acred Writings have given 
us concerning theſe Points; not for the ſake of proving what no 


body has ever denied, that we read there of Ty/he being paid to 


— long before the Law, and under the Law, but in order to 
C01 


thoſe Opinions and Practiſes which obtained fo — | 


— the Heathens, and to correct the Errors that too mu 


prevail at preſent among us. . 

1. The Heathens paid their Tythe as an Offering due to Gop, 
in Acknowledgment of his being the univer/al Proprietor of all 
things. Let us, then, ſee how; she Seriprure correſponds with 
their Sentiments. At the 27th of Ger. v. 25. 24 the Tythe of the 
Land, i. e. the Tythe of all the Land, is declared hy unto the 
Lord. We read before, that Abrabam paid i'ythe to Melchifi- 
deck, the Priejt of Gop ; but here we are told to avbom Tythe 
belongs; though paid to the Prizft, his Receiver, they are pro- 

rly God's. And Gop's Property in the Tythe of the and 
could not then be in Right of his being the civ- Governor of the 
People, becauſe it was prior to his beiug the national Governor of 
the Fews, but in Right of his being the Governor of the World, 
and Donor of every thing, 22 he gave Mankind the U 4 
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| of the Barth, he reſerved this Portion of its good Things for hi 5 
Ime. 


—— wp rare begs —— a the Uk of . — 
not, ſtrictly ing, given, t us 'th ings. . 
With regard to one another we have a Property in them, but 
with d to God, they are not a Freehold, but held under him 


The learned Dean Prideaux, in his Original and Right of 
Tythe, ſpeaks of Gop's having made an ab/o/ute Grant of the 
aobole Fruits of the Earth; ſuch a Grant as is irrevocable. 
have the greateſt Regard for the Character of this excellent Wri- 
ter, but this is Doctrine, and directly oppoſite to the 
Account which Gop has given us of his Government of the 
World. 'The Empire of Property, he ſays, is in Man, the Em- 

ire of Dominion only in Go. Theſe two Empires in oppoſite 
Hand nds, = inconſiſten e be we — ber 7 having 5 
Empire of Property, t we are but enants, | 
2 at will too; which occaſioned Fob to ſay, the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord. But let us turn to the Af Grant, and 
ſee how it is worded, Gen. i. 29. and Gop faid, ©* Behold, I 
% have given you every Herb, bearla Seed, and every Tree 
& in which is the Fruit of a Tree yielding Seed“ Here is a 
general Grant to Mankind of the L of theſe Things, without 
an Exception of any particular kind of Herbs, or Trees. But the- 
Force of theſe Words cannot naturally be extended to ſuch an ab- 
ſolute, irrevocable Grant, as the Dean contends for. It implies 

no more than a Permiſſion to eat the Fruits of the Earth. Much 
leſs does it a from hence, that when he granted to Mankind 

the Uſe of the Fruits of the Earth, he did not — — a yearly 
Offering to be made to him in Acknowledgment of his being the 

rd and Proprictor.of all things. Aſter the Flood the Grant was 

extended to the Uſe of anima Food, without an Exception of any 
particular kind of Animals; but that this Grant was never in- 

tended to be ſo ab/o/ute as to be irrevocable, is very evident from 

the Exceptions that were afterwards made by an expreſs Law to 

the Jews ; as any one may read in the 11th Chap. of Lev. If 
Gop had before given to Mankind an abſo/ute Property, he could 


during Pleaſure only. | 


not by any ſubſequent Law /miz the eus in the Uſe of Animal 


Food. Neither is there in' this, any more than in the former 
Grant, any thing inconſiſtent with a Law requiring Mankind to 


make an annual Acknowledgment of their Tenure under their 


Creator. . But this Writer has e: acknowledged the Fa, 
viz. that a tenth Part of the ucts of the Earth has been paid 
to Gop from the Beginning, and that by his own poſitive Direc- 
tion; and how an abſolute, irrevocable Grant of the cobole can be 
conſiſtent with a Reſer vation of a tenth Part to Gop's own parti- 
cular Uſe, I am not able to ſee. 

This Portion of a tenth Part, which Gop had always reſerved 


for his own Service, and which was paid to his immediate Ser- 


vants, 


(3 | 
vants, the Prieſts, he afterwards ſettled upon the Tribe : 
at the Diviſion of the Land of Canaan — the — 12 
of Iſcael When the other Tribes had their particular Shares 


ſettled upon them, the Tribe of Levi was to have no Inheritance, 


no Property in the Land, as the reſt of the Tribes had, but the 


Tythe of the Land was to be theirs in lieu of a Share. 

The next thing to be conſidered is, whether this Appointment 
was made by Gop as the general Governor of the World, or as 
the immediate national Governor of the Fews. The learned Dean 
is of the latter Opinion, and, conſequently, makes the Law for 
Tythe part of their ci or political Conſtitution. Now, in 
order to determine this Point, we muſt conſider what would have 


been the Power of the national Governor of the Jeu in this 
Caſe had he been a Man; for whatever Acts of Authority Go 


exerciſed, in relation to the Settlement of Tythe, &c. beyond 
the Power of any human Governor, he muſt exerciſe as Gop, the 
Creator and Governor of the Univerſe. Now, no human Go- 
vernor could have a Right, on Account of Jdo/atry or Immora- 
lity, to diſpoſſeſs the Canaanites, and diſpoſe of their Country, 
any more than one private Perſon can, for thoſe Reaſons, diſpoſ- 
ſeſs his Neighbour of his Eſtate, and give it to a worthier Man. 
If it were otherwiſe, an enthaffaſtical, or ambitious Prince may iſſue 
out a Manifefto, ſetting forth the wicked State of any Nation, 
ive himſelf a pious Character, found the Right of Dominion in 
Tae, and immediately take Poſſeſſion of His Kingdom. And, 
as every Prince muſt have the ſame Right, if any one has it, here 
is a Foundation laid for univerſal Confuſion. t Gon, as the 
univerſal and abſolute Governor of the World, had a Right to 
deſtroy thoſe Nations, and do what he thought beſt with their 
Land; and he gave it to the IVaelites, reſerving to himſelf the 
Tythe of all the Land for the Support of his Morſpbip, which he 
ve to the Tribe of Levi, not as a civil Property, but as their 
ages for ſerving at his Altar. Neither did this Law relate to 
their po/irica/ Conſtitution, but to the Worſhip and. Service of 
God. The Dean was a very great Man, and there are a great 
many uſeful things in this Book ; but ſome unaccountable Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions concerning Property, &c. led him into ſtrange Inconſi- 
ſtencies upon this Subject. | | 
But, there is another Writer, Mr. Lowman, who in a Diſſer- 
tation on the Civil Government of the Hebrews, has advanced, 
Page 86. “that the Tythe of the Land was not given as a Re- 
% ward to the Levites (as many have very weakly conceited) as 
« the Miniſters of the God of Iſrael, or (in the modern Cant) the 
% Hebrew Clergy, &c. but as the Levites parted with their own 
1 Inheritance, as they gave up to the other Iribes their whole 
« Share of the Land, as one of the Tribes of Iſrael, and gave 
« uþ themſelves to the national Service of the Tabernacle, and to 
. che Publick, teaching of the Law.“ And at Page 120. he 
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Apprehenſion they are quite unintelligible, or 


| | ( 14 ) | 
himſelf thus, The Tribe of Levi was one of the Tribes 
« of /ſracl as much as 7Zudah, or Ephraim. It had as juſt a 
« Claim to a Proportion of the iſed Land for an Inheritance 
« as any of the other Tribes; the Tribe of Levi, then, had a 
* previous, natural Right to a Share in the Land, in full Pro- 
6 perty, &c. yet it was appointed by the Conftitution, that th 
& ſhould give up their Share of the to the Publick.“ I 
not return this Writer's aveat Conceits and modern Cant upon him, 
though I might do it with much more Decency ; but I mult 
obſerve, that in his Fondneſs for the darling Notions of natura! 
Rights, the Power of the 3 and the original Contract, he 
2 like a Man beſides himſe * Dy 
In the firſt place, he jumbles two difin# Rights N N "HE 

previous, natural Right, and a Right by Promiſe. If their Right 
to a Share of the Land was grounded upon God's Promiſe, 
him ſhew that God promiſed to every one of the Tribes an equal 
Share of the Land. I venture to affirm, that Gop only promiſed 
to ſettle the Jſraelites in the Land, ſaving to himſelf the Prero- 

ative of doing it in what manner he ſhould think fit. But, if 


C 


Right, which he ſeems to have ſo much at Heart? It would be 
as great a Curioſity as the original Contract, if this Writer would 
ſhew the Foundation of the J/raclites natural Right to the Land 
of Canaan. One would conjecture, from his Notions concern- 
ing their Election of Gop for their King, that it was in Right of 
their Nomination of him to the Government that Gop appointed 
Jebua to command their Armies; and that he conquered the 
Country for them, they having had a natural Right to it: Yet, 
in the very Place, where he ſpeaks of this previous natural 
Right to it, he calls it the promiſed Land; which implies, that 
their Right was grounded upon Gop's Promiſe. Now, a previous 
zatural Right grounded upon Gop's Promiſe I take to be an an- 
zecedent, ſubſequent Right. Thus, again, they had a previous, 
natural Rig bt, and yet, it ſeems, they were ob/iged, by the Con- 
flitution, to give it up. This is downright Nonſenſe. If he 
means only, that by entering into the Covenant they voluntarily 
ga ve up their natural Right, he expreſſes his Meaning very darkly 
and we are ſtill at a Loſs for a Proof of their natural Right. 1 
leave him to explain and reconcile his own Notions. To my 
= inconſiſtent. 
This I underitand perfectly well. It is impoſſible that the 1/-ac/- 
fites could have any natural Right to Canaan, any more than the 
People of England have a natural Right to the Mogu/'s Country. 
The Canaanites themſelves had no Right, no Property in the Land 
of Canaan, excluſive of Gop's Right of Dominion. The Property 
of the <uhole Earth is in bim; the Earth is the Loxp's, 
and the Fulneſs thereef ; and without any ſuch Forfeiture as 
is ſuppoſed, he could diſpoſe of that, or any other Country, as 
he ſhould think proper. This Writer is a Man of Letters, and 
2 | | 2 
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(15) 
n diligent Compiler; and had he wrote with Modeſty, his Errors 
ought to be treated tenderly ; but ſuch unmanneriy Freedoms 
his 2 —_— Comeaion | TY 
e is ſo full of his natural Right and Property, that he extends 
it to the Perſons of the Ipecbieer, and ho a they gave up F 
them cles, as well as their Share of the Land, to the Service of 
the Publick ; as if it had been in their Option whether they would 
do it or not. Thus Mr. Chub aſſerted, that Iſaac had a Property 
in his own Life, and that Gon could not take it away till Iſaac 
ſhould do ſomething to Ly it. So, in like manner, he talks 
of the vs wage 3 = v and the * as if it were his 
” | ty might have rejected it i had not approved 
. ofthe oy to the 72 being nid to the Tide of 
Lei under the Capacity of Gov's Miniſſers by way of Mages for 
waiting at his Altar, I ſhall refer to the Paſſages of Scripture, 
which he himſelf has cited: And whoever turns to the Place will 
be as much aſtoniſhed as I was to ſee that he could not only read, 
but tranſcribe them, and yet deny that the Tribe of Levi were the 
Fewiſs Clergy, and the Tythe, &c. their Wages for waiting at 
Gop's Altar. I ſhall only obſerve, that the The could not be 
conſidered, as he would repreſent them — Place, in the 
Nature of a Tax levied upon the People for the Maintenance of 
a Court for the 2 of Iſrael as their Natiqnal Governor, be- 
cauſe they were paid as an Offering, or Sacrifice, which could not 
be due to Gon under any other Capacity than that of Creator and 
Governor of the whole World. In ſhort, I never ſaw ſuch a 
Number of Errors in fo ſmall a Compaſs as he has crouded to- 
gether on this Occaſion ; and, notwithſtanding his ſtigmatizing 
plain /criptura/ Notions with the reproachful Terms of weak Con- 
ceit and modern Cant (a Conduct very unbecoming his Station) at 
at Page go, he gives up the favourite Scheme of — Rights, 
which he had before ſo ſtrongly aſſerted ; ſays he, the firſt Fruit » 1 
« ſeem to be 1 as a Quit Rent, in Acknowledgment of 7 ebo- Þ }} 
& vah as Lord of the Fee, that the whole Hebrew Nation held L i 


0 
of him as Tenants, and that the Tenure of all their Eſtates was 
of his Gift and Donation.” And, if he had attended to the 
Force of this Poſition he might have ſaved himſelf and his Rea- 
ders a tedious Defence of Gop's Governments in this Affair. "© 
The Land of Canaan was intirely at his Diſpoſal, and ſo were "= 
the 1/raclites too. He, in right of his abſolute Dominion, con- iS 
fſecrated the Tribe of Levi, as he had before conſecrated the Firft _ 
Born to his Service. They did not give up themſelves, but he 3 
demanded their Service, and — them their Wages as he 
thought fit. He, as an omn:i/cient, infallible Being, was the beſt => 
udge of the Sufficiency of their Maintenance. And what Mortal | 
in his Senſes dares to diſpute it with Gop ? This is the proper 50 
Method of defending him; to aſſert Gop's abſolute Dominion and Þ | 
unerring Wiſdom. Here I reſt it, and defy the Univerſe to 1 
confute me. | | A 
f 3 | E 


— A 3 
fe” 


—_— .. 
Service, they are called the 888 Lev. xvii. 30. All the 
the of the Land is ſaid, as it was before in Ger. © the Lon 's, 


| — Verſe 32. concerning the Tythe of the Herd, and of the 


« Flock, and the Tenth ſhall be by unto the Lox D at Numb. xviii. 
« 24. They are called an Heave Offering unto the Lond.” The 


 Naturevof which Offering was this. It was made in Gratitude to 


anew. Yet St. P 


Gop, of whom, as the aq, vowry Loxp, they held every thing, 
7b. _ 10. calls them Sacrifices unto the Lon p; and as the 
| Levites had no Inheritance in the Land (except Cities 
with their Suburbs to dwell in) as the other Tribes had, but lived 
theſe holy things, theſe Sacrifices and Offerings made to 
for this Reaſon, when the other Tribes had their Share di- 
them by Lot, and this Tribe was to have no Share, Gop 
ir 


to 

to be their Lot or Inheritance. 13 his Servants, 
were to have their Wages immediate bin, out of what 
conſecrated to his Uſe. So that the Mai of the Clergy 


given by him to the Clergy, as their wages for "wth > =o 
Thus Gop has expreſly declared, Numbers xviii. 21. Behold 
the People) have given the Children of Levi all the Tenth in 
.and in other he makes the ſame Declaration; 
therefore, when the People refuſe-to pay to the Clergy their 
by by with-holding from them that Hire which is their 


due by the Law of Reaſon, and Appointment of Go, they are not 

only guilty of a Piece of Iajaſtice to Man, but alſo of Injufice to 

Gov, by =- of his Property. Will a Man rob Gov, 
Prophet 


D, 
« ſays Malachi, —_— 


Points, becauſe it could not alter the Nature of Things. The 


Relation between God and his Creatures, or between God and 
the Clergy officiating under him as his immediate Servants, com- 
honed by himſelf, is immutable. If ever there were any thing 
due to Gop as the Si Lox p and Proprietor of the World, 
he being the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, — for ever, the ſame 
Acknowledgment, the ſame Tribute, ought ſtill to be paid him. 
If the Clergy ever were conſidered as the Receivers of this Tri- 
bute, and, ——_— their Mamtenance were as an Offering, 
an Act of Religions Worſhip paid to Gop ; if they never were 
the Servants of the People, but of Gop ; Time can make no 
in things that are thus unchangeable : and, as Gop had ſufficiently 
explained theſe Matters in a former Revelation, there was no 
„ eee them forth 
u, in the ninth Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians in general, draws a Parallel between the ex and 


— Clergy, aſſerting, that as the former were Partakers of 
the Al , fo the latter on kt o live of the Goſpel, Accordingly, ' 
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(17) 
from the Beginning of Chriſtianity the made their Oblg- 
tions at the Altar ; beſides other A ro were all de- 
Poſited in the Hands of the Biſhop, and by him diſtributed to the 
Clergy, Gf. as he thought we qr And the Collections that are 
now made, and the Lands that have been given for the Su ® 
of Goy's Maes Fee his Servants that officiate in it, — 
conſidered in the {ame Lights, becauſe given upon the ſame Prin- | | 
ciple, and for the ſame Uſes. The Place does not alter the Naz 

ture of the Action, as Prayer, for inſtance, does not ceaſe to be F 
a religious AF, an Act of wy though not performed in the \ 4 
Church, Under the Law the Tythes that were carried home to 3 
the Levites Houſes were ſtiled Offerings and Sacrifices, as well as 1 
thoſe Oblations that were made at the Altar. As to the primitive 
Oblations that were offered up at the 2 Sacrament, they 
have been continued ever ſince; and the Sentences of Exhorta- 
tion then read to the People, ſhew, that the Clergy are ſuppoſed | 1 
to partake of them, though they very rarely do at preſent ; no { 
where, indeed, that I know of. | | 7 

2. Tythe having been conſidered by the Heathens as a grats- 
ful Acknowledgment of their God's being the Supream Lord undef | 
whom theywheld every thing, to whoſe Providence they 0 
were indebted for all the Bleſſings of Life, they paid Tythe of © 
every thing, and looked upon the Payment of it as a thing ſo 
facred, that, as has been mentioned, they held it unlawful to ap- 
ly any of the other nine Parts to their own Uſe till they had 
FinRiked them by giving the Tenth to their God. This was the 
univerſal Notion of the — of all Nations, that Tyrhe was 
to be paid of a// things; of all Merchandixe and Trading ; of all 
Profeſſions ; of all manual Labour; and of all Spoils taken in War, | x 
as well as of all Efates real and perſonal. And how agreeable are 1 
theſe Sentiments and Practice to the ſacred Writings : ** All the 1 
« Tythe of the Land, whether of the Seed of Land, or of the „ 
4% Fruit of the Tree, it is the Loa D, it is holy unto the Lon d, 1 
« Levy. xxvii. 30. Thou ſhall truly tythe a// thy Increaſe of 1 
thy Seed that the Field bringeth forth Year by Year, Deus. | 
% yiv. 22. The Firſt-Fruits of Corn, Wine, and Oil, and of a/f 
* thy Increaſe of the Tythe of 4 _— 2 Chron, xxxi. 5. Ho- 
* nour the Lord, ſays the wiſe Man, C. iii. 16. with thy Sub- 
« ſtance, and with the Firſt- Fruits of a// thine Increaſe, St. 
« Pau gives the ſame thing in Command to the Gal. vi. 6. Let 
* him chat is taught in the Word miniſter unto him that teach - 
eth out of all bis Goods, or good things.” . 
I have already proved from ther Arguments, that all Exemp- 
tions are in themſelves ſinful; but the Notion of Tythe being an 

Offering due to Gov, as an Acknowledgment of his being the 
. — Proprietor of all things, and the Source of all Bleſſings, 

deſtroys them at once; for, upon this Principle, a Man's pre- 
tending to have any Poſſeſſions exempred from this Acknowledg-- 
ment, is declaring that he HO ſomething that he did not re- 
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And, if we look into the /acred Writings « Gow promiſed : a: F 
1 An n an Increaſe of e — 
— truſt him ſo far as duly to pay their Tythe with- ; 


4 ing or deſpondency, ** Mal. iii. 10. Bri all the 
1 into the Store-houſe, that there ma be boar in my 
Houſe, and prove me now herewith, faith * Lord of H 


<* if I will not open you the Windows of Heaven, and 
** out a Blefling, that there ſhall not be room — — 
it, Cc. and all Nations ſhall call you bleſſed, for ye ſhall be 
** a delightfome Land, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. The ſame Bleſ- 
= — — promiſed, Prov. iii. 16. Honour the Lord with th 
ance, and with the Firſt-Fruits of all thine Increaſe, 15 
_** ſhall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt 
« out with new Wine.“ And thus it was underſtood by the 
eve in after Generations, as we find it expreſſed almoſt in the 
| Words, Ecclef. xxv. 8, g, 10, 11. Give the Lord his Ho- 
* nour with a good Eye, and diminiſh not the Firſt Fruits of thine 
Hands. In all thy Gifts ſhew a chearful Countenance, and de- 
% dicate thy Tythes with Gladne/s. Give unto the Moſt High 
| #. according as he hath inriched thee, and as thou haſt gotten : 


Give with a chearful Eye, for the Lord recompenſeth, and will 


20 thee ſeven times as much.” And they obſerved ſo literal 
a Completion of Gov's Promiſe, that, pay Tythes and be rich, 
became a ial ſaying among them. And no wonder that 
Gop ſhould recompene the due Diſcharge of this Duty with ſuch 
an ample Reward, becauſe it was an Exerciſe of three of the moſt 
acceptable Virtues, Juſtice, Gratitude, and Truſt in him; of Ju- 
frice, in giving to Gop his Right ; of Gratitude, as it beſpoke a 
warm Senſe ot their Obligations to him for all their Poſſeſſions ; 
of Traff in him, as it ſhewed their Confidence in his Promiſes. 
if the chearful Payment of Tythe were thus acceptable to 
Gop,- and 1 rewarded by him, the Neglect of it (we 
might be aſſured if the Seriptures were wholly muſt be 
| eriminal and —— and attended with as 
vy Judgments, as the Performance of it was accompanied with 


Bleflings. But, we are expreſsly told by Mal. iii: 9. that the 
t Expreſ- 


whole Nation was carſed with a Curſe (a very ſignifican ; 
fion) for _— Gop of his Tythes and gs. This Sin 
had the great Weight in the Exciſion of the ten Tribes, and alſo 
in the Captivity of Fudah. | | . 
Great was the Crime of Sacri/ege under the Moſaical Diſpen- 
fation ; but it muſt be till greater in thoſe who enjoy the Be- 
nefits of Chriſtianity. The Inmjuftice to Gop, and our difiruft of 
him, in robbing him, are juſt the ſame, as to their Nature, that 
ever they were; but the [njury receives an Aggravation from the 
peculiar Obligations that ave are under to the Goodne/5 of Gon. 
To injure any one is a Sin; to injure a Rengfactor is a mu 
greater Sin; but to injure a Benefactor that has loaded us with the 
| moſt inconceivable Bleſſings, _ an Jrjuſtice that receives ſuch 
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3 (20) 3 
an heightening from the B/ackeft Ingratitade, that it becomes e- 
ceeding finful, beyond the — of Words to expreſs the Foul- 


neſs of it. The Fes, by ſubſtracting the Hebes which Gop had 


conſecrated to his own Uſe, though for their Benefit, robbed their 


Creator, their Preſerver, their Friend ; but, if Chriſtians com- 


mit Sacrilege, they rob Him who did not only create us, who 
not only pre/erves us, and gives us all the Comforts of bi Life, - 


bat has redeemed us with all the indearing Circumſtances that could 


S Guſt prachaſid for the granet Priviegs 
own volun ngs us ivileges 
and Adrantges that human Nature can enjoy 8 Means of 
Grace, and the Hopes of Glory. Which laſt Conſideration is an- 
=_ Circumſtance that renders * awe — —— as 
ey have greater Opportunities of #»ow1:xg their Duty, 
Helps to perform it. Perhe Heathens will riſe up in ent 
againſt Tx1s Chriſtian Country, and condemn it for its habitual 
Bacrilege. I ſay again, this Nation in particular, to whom Gop 
has preſerved the Chriſtian Religion in its greateſt Purity, nd 
the Example of any other Nation. „I hope, I may ſay it 


without ce, becauſe I may ſay it with the fri4eft Truth; 


If Irjuſtice to Man be a Breach of the Moral Law, if the 
(Clergy of the Church of England be deprived of their Ju Wages 
It is not only a common TY: of Injuftice, but of great Ungenero- 
fity and Ingratitude, becauſe to them, in a great Meaſure, it is 


: —— that the Nation enjoys the Chrifian Religion in ſuch Per- 
' Tecion. Could I name no more Inſtances, the Revolution alone 


would juſtify what I ſay. To the noble Stand which the Bh 
and inferior Clergy made by their Writings and ſteady Behaviour 

we are indebted, principally, for the Proteſtant, that is, for the 
true Chriftian Religion. Both before and ſince that glorious 
Event they have defended its Truth, explained its DoFrines and 


Duties in ſo ftrong and clear a manner, that their Sermons and 


other Diſcourſes have always been the Admiration of Foreigners, 
the Glory of our Country, and ſuch a valuable Treaſure of uſeful 
Knowledge, as makes it greatly unhandſome in the People, if they 
attempt to with-hold, it they do not moſt chearfully pay that 
ſmall Revenue which is left to the Exg/;/þ Clergy from the Rapine 
f Popery, and the Avarice, or irreligious Policy of Proteflants. 
I come now to the celebrated and much controverted — 
7 this toad ; wk which o — as well Heathen, as 
e People of Gor, have unive id towards the 8 of 
Gov's e be of Di vine 42 | A1 
Mr. L is the aff, and, I think, the 3% Author on the Side 
pf the Divine Right. He was a clear, conciſe, acute, and pious 
Writer; and what Archbiſhop Ti//or/on ſaid of Dr. Barrow's Ser- 
mons may be applied to his Divine Right of Tythes ; whoſoever 
yeads it, muſt be either a bad, or a very good Man, if he be 


re the better for it. But, J cannot agree with him in every 


thing 


| (21) 
thing that he has advanced in proof of that Point. Dean Pri. 


deaux's is the moſt noted Performance, in its way, on the other 
fide of the Queſtion. I am glad of any N of paying 
t 


due Honour to his Learning and Abilities ; but it is moſt certain, 
that he has not ſucceeded fo well in his Rea/oning upon this Sub- N 
ject. as in his h;/orical Performances. He ſays, * 3. that our 
Subſtance being ſubject to ſuch Yariery of Circumſtances and 
Changes, this renders it impoſſible to make one univerſal Law for 
Axing the Proportion that every particular Man ſhould pay; and, 
yet a little after, Page 5. he acknowledges, that, for the Preſer- 
vation of Order, there is a Neceſſity that a poſitive Inſtitution 
ſhould fix the Payment to a particular Part that may provide a 
Saufficiency for the <vho/e, though it may not exactly hit every 
Place in the Diſtribution. But, how can there be a NVeceſſuy for 
fixing a thing which in its Nature is 3 of being fixed ? How 
can here be a Poſſibility of doing it? Both thoſe Poſitions cannot 
be true. If it be inpracticable, a poſitive Inſtitution cannot alter 
its Nature. If it be practicable, why may not a Divine Law, as 
well as an human Inſtitution, fix it? He acknowledges alſo, that 
a certain fixed Part, viz. a Tenth, was the univerſal Practice of 
all Ages and Nations. Surely, then, a thing that has been univer- 
ſally praiſed cannot be impracticable; and if it be practicable, 
the Practice of it may be inforced by a Divine Law. Nay, he 
often aſſerts, that this univerſal Practice derived its Origin from a 
Divine Inſtitution or Direction; and what is that but a Divine 
Law? Or what is a Divine Law more than a Divine Inflitution 
or Direction? If therefore it be capable of the one, it is equally 
capable of the other. This Author _ another Argument at \ 
page 77. againſt a Divine Laau for the Payment of Tythe, from 
| Gov's having given Mankind (a Notion of his which I have al- 
ready mentioned) a full Property of all things, becauſe, as he 
argues, ſuch a Law would intrench upon his own GRANT, and 
again diſpoſe of cubat be had before diſpoſed of. But, if God did 
dire the Payment of Tythe from the Beginning, let a Divine Di- 
rection and a Divine Lanv differ ever ſo widely in other Reſpects, 
they agree, however, in this one Particular, wiz, they are equally 
inconfiitent with his Notion of God's having given Mankind a 
full Property in all things; for if he had at the Creation, and 
again after the Flood, ABSOLUTELY DISPOSED or every thing, 
he could not afterwards 4i/po/e of it by a Divine Direction, any 
more than by a Divine Law. But, though he will not allow 
of any vic: Law, he advances the particular Law given to 
the 7exvs into the Place, and aſcribes to it all the Force of an 
univerſal Law, as being a Divine Precedent, after which all fu- 
ture Generations _— to copy, becauſe a Precedent being a De- 
termination of the S-n/e and Meaning of the general Law for the 
Support of Gop's Worſhip in a particular Inſtance ; and this 
Precedent being the Determination of the Laugiver himſelf, it 
maſt be a Declaration of God's Vill in that and in all 4 — 
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(22) 
Cafes ; and God's Vill muſt always carry with it the Force of a 
Law ; or, rather, muſt be a dired Law itſelf. For, what is a 
Law, but the Vill of the Legiſlator, however made known to us, 
whether by the Exerciſe of our natur i Reaſon, or an external 


" Declaration? But, I do humbly appreh«'nd, that in this Caſe either 


we muſt deſlroy the very Nature and E ſence of a Precedent, by 
taking into our Conſideration ſome prior _ a Divine Direction 
emvtecedent to this particular Law given to the Jews, (which will 


tion upon all Chriftians for ever to follow it. Or, in other 
ords, as there is no particular Direfion in the Goſpel for the 
#niver/al and perpetual Payment of Tythe, if we no Reaſon 
to believe that Gov had ever directed the — of a tenth Part 
fore the Moſaical Diſpenſation, we ſhould have all imaginable 
room to conclude, that the Rea/on for the Payment of Tythe was 
peculiar to the People to whom the Law was given; for what- 
ever plauſible Things may be advanced for the Univer /ality of the 
Reaſons why that particular Proportion, which was appointed under 
the Law, ſhould equally hold at all Times and in all Places, I 
ſhould have this unanſwerable Objection againſt the Validity of all 
ſuch Arguments, vi. that if thoſe Reaſons were of ſuch univerſal 
Extent, they would have been of equal Force before, as under 
and after the Law z and, conſequently, Gop would have dire 
ed the Payment of Tythe from the Beginning of the World, as we 
find that he did. This Fact is what I ſhall now conſider. But 


| hu its Par ticularity ) or elſe we cannot infer an wniver/a/ Ob- 


previous to it, I ſhall mention one thing which I was 2 
w it 


not to find mentioned in the Dean's elaborate Treatiſe, 

feems to be ſo material a Circumitance. He conſiders Tythe as 

the Clergy's Maintenance; and in this Light I do not ſee but that 
the Wiſdom of Man, if Gop had fo thought fit, might have 

judged tolerab'y well, as well as in the Caſe of providing for the 

Maintenance cf the Poor, how to have proportioned the Means to 

ſuch an End. But Tyehe is moreover a Tribute paid to God as the 

Kin of the whole World, a Lit Rent to him as the uni vera! 


| Proptietor of all things; and it is not natural to _ that Gop 
ſhould leave his Creatures and Texants to judge of t 


he Payment 
r to be made to Him on thoſe Accounts; any more than a 
awiſe Man, when he granted a Building Leaſe, ever left it to the 
Diſcretion of the Leſe to pay what Quit Rent he himſelf ſhould 
think fit. I do not fay that this Argument alone . Proef, 
but it carries great Weight with it, and merits Conſideration, 
As to the Fea, wviz. that the Payment of Tythe was the uni- 
wer/al Practice of all Ages and Nations, I may venture to take 
chat for granted. If any one diſputes, or doubts it, I dare direct 


- him to Mr. Se/den himſelf. For, even be allows the Practice to 


be fo general, if not wriver/al, as will anſwer the Purpoſes of my 
Argument. Into what can this ani verſal or genera/ Practice be 
teſolved, but a Divine Dire&ipn ? There is — in the Na-. 
ure of Things that could determine ſuch a Variety of People under 

IS 2 2 


(23) 
a great Fariety of Circumflances to in this hartirular Pre 
portion: On the contrary, if this Matter had been the Deter- 
mination of human Wiſdom, the Circumflances having been fo 
different in different Places, and at different Times, there would 
have heen as great a Yariety in the Appointments. Had they alt, 
been in the /ame Situation, it is highly improbable, next to a moral 
impoſſibility, that they ſhould all have agreed ſo exactly in the 
fame Opinion ; but where there was ſuch a Difference of Circam- 
 flances, we may as reaſonably reſolve the Structure of the World 
into a fortuitaus Concourſe of Atoms, as imagine that without 
any particular Reaſons to determine them, Chance ſhould lead 
them into ſuch a Concurrence. But, farther ; | 
23. We muſt conſider this Practice as receiving a Sanction from | 54 
thoſe who were under the particular Direction of God. Under 1 
the Patriarchal Diſpenſation this Rule was invariably obſerved  -  _ | 
which Circumſtance alone puts it beyond all reaſonable Contro- mt 
verly. Such a Series of Holy Men, guided in religious Matters | 4 
| by the Spirit of Gov, agreeing in this Proportion, muſt convince nt 
k any one that is capable of (onviction, that they were divine | 
. — in this, as well as in other Things relating to Gov's 
or hip. 8 
1 _ here repeat what I before aſſerted, that a Divine Direc- 
tion is a Divine Law ; and, conſequently, that there was a Di- 
wine Lay for the Payment of Tythe before Gov entered into a 
rticular Covenant with the Tews, whereby they became a 
ple &ftin# from the reſt of the World, and governed by a 
peculiar Body of Laws. 5 | 
How then ſtands this Affair under the Appointment which Gos 3 
made for the Support of the Ji Worſhip. Why, notwith. 6 
ſtanding they were diſtinguiſbed from all the reſt of the World in other 5 
Reſpeds, the Payment of Tythes was ſtill continued by an expres 5 . 
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Precept; which ſhews very plainly, that the Law of Tythe was 
grounded upon Reaſons that were not peculiar to that People, ( 
Far fuch as were of univerſal Extent, or Gop when he made | 
them a diſtind People, by giving them diſtinqt Law:, would not | ; 
have given them this Direction in common with his peculiar People m 
before he made any ſuch Diſinction between them and the reſt of the | 
World. Neither, therefore, was the Law of Tythe, as the Deas 
aſſerts, Page 12. a Law peculiar to the Icaus, becauſe the ſame 
Law, the ſame Divive Direfion, had been given before, and | 
was now confirmed by an expreſs, external Declaration. Nay, 1 
the Appointment of Tythe under the Mo/aical Diſpenſation gives 
a particular Force to the General Law, or Direction that was 
prior to it, becauſe, though he continued the ancient Practice of 
paying Tythe, which the People of Gop obſerved under the Pa- vl 
triarchal Diſpenſation, yet he made a ppecial Previſion for the | 
Few Service, beſides the Tythe, amounting to above three 11 
times as much; and, ſince Gon continued the general Law for 1 
Tytbe under this particular Diſpenſation, notwithſtanding - — 
: | | Proviſion 
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(24) 
Proviſion that he had o/herwi/e made for the Support of his 
Worſhip, this, I think, ſhews plainly, that the Reaſons for the 
Appointment of Ty/he under the Law had no kind of Relation to 
the Fewws as a peculiar People, but were ſuch as would ſubſiſt 


after its Repeal, as they did before its Riſe. Neither did the Gofpel 


by its Silence repeal this Part of the Law any more than by its 
Silence it repealed that Part which commanded the Obſervation of 
the Sabbath. They both ſubſiſt under the Go/pe/, and both ſtand 
ypon the very ſame Footing. There was no n for an ex- 
preſi Direction under the Goſpel for the Payment of Tythe, becauſe 
there had been a Divine Direction for it under the Me/chifidecal 
Prieſthood, which Prieſthood was reſtored at the Expiration of 


the Lewitical one. And, thus I have brought the Argument 


into a very narrow Compaſs ; and if any one can anſwer it, he 


enn do more than I am able to do. But, by whatever Objections 
be ſhall be able to deſtroy the Concluſiveneſs of it, by the ſame I 
will undertake to prove, that neither is there any Divine Law for 


the religious Obſervation of one Day in ſeven. Or, if he can ſhew 
that Clrifian are bound, by any other Reaſon, even without a 
Divine expreſsly enjoining it, te obferve one Day in ſeven, 


I will likewiſe ſhew, that though there be no expre/s Law for the 
Payment of Jytbe under the Geſpel, yet that Chri/tians are, not- 


withſtanding, obliged to pay them. Dr. Prideaux, who de- 
nies the Divine Right, allows that the primitive Chriſtian Wri- 
ters have aſſerted it, and quotes ſeveral of them to that Purpoſe. . 
The Ecclefia/tical Canons that were made before the Civil Efa- 
Blib ment of Tythe in England to inforce the Payment of them, 
mention them as due of Divine Right. Several of theſe alſo he 
has cited. The Wiſdom of our Kings and Parliaments, — 
a long Succeflion of Reigns, declared very ſtrongly for the Di- 
wine Right, as this Author has ſhewn. A very accurate and ju- 
dicious Writer, Biſhop Kenner, in his Hifory of Impropriations, 
has brought ſeveral great Authorities of the moſt learned among 
the Laity, particularly of the moſt eminent Lawyers, confirmin 
it. The very Acts which took the Ytbe from the Church, 

ve them to Laymen, acknowledge them to be Gop's Due, and 

is Rig bt. And in the very Act which was made to enable Lays 
_ to ſuc for them, they are named as due to ALmicaty 

OD. | ITS. 
But, if we ſhould vor be able to argue from the particular 
Law given to the Jews, or from the Divine Direction given to 
Gov's People under the Patriarcha/ Diſpenſation, to an univerſal 
and 04 wy Obligation upon Chri/tians to pay Tythe, yet theſe 
— es, by a Parity of Reaſon, teach bes 2: lige C hriſtians to 
provide an honourable and plentiful Maintenance for the Support 


of Chriftian Worſhip, which muſt be allowed to be more excel- 


lent and advantageous to the Worfhipers than any other ever was, 
or could be St. Paul ſays, If we have ſown unto you Spiritual 


Things, is it a great Matter if we ſhall reap your Warldly Things 4 


(25) 
and if the 4þ-//-'s Reaſoning be juſt, Chriftians who can 
daily to able Prayers, attend Sermons — on Sundays 
and Monthly Sacraments as regularly, and yet grudge every thing 
that they give the Miniſter, who is the Inſtrument of conveying 


theſe great Bleffings ; or thinks any little Matter ſufficient fr 


him; ſuch Perſons, whatever they may think of themſelves, can 
have no true Senſe of Religion. It is impoſſible. Why are the 
| Phyjicians and the Lawyers, of any Character, ſo mach reſpected 
and courted, and fee'd with ſo much Generoſity and Chearful- 
neſs ? The Reaſon is obvious: Mankind have a very tender Con- 
cern for Life and Property: And, had they as ſtrong a Senſe of 
religious Advantages and as great an Anxiety for the Security of 
eternal Life, the Divine wou'd be as much regarded, and as well 
paid. Piety likewiſe and Charity will neceſſarily make all truly 
religious Perſons deſire that the C/erg y ſhould be hand/omely ſup- 
Ported, and reſpecfuliy treated, that they may be the better able 
to promote Keligion and the Salvation of the People. It is an 
utter Impoſſibility that a Clergyman under Contempt ſhould carry 
ſo much Weight in the Diſcharge of his Function, as if he were 
' Properly eſfeemed; and I have ſeen ſo much of the World as to 
know that the Bulk of Mankind have no Notion of perſonal Merit. 
Iutellectual and Moral Perfections, the teſt Talents and the 


moſt agreeable Qualifications, the greateſt publick or private Ser- 


vices, every thing that is recommendatory to true Regard will 
not meet with eaſy Acceſs to Eſteem where its Paſſige is 
obſtructed by the Stumbling- block of Poverty, &c. while A 
Auence, not only without the Recommendation of rea/ Merit, but 
in Oppoſition te it, will force its way into external Reſpect; tho 
the Laws of Civil Honour pay no Compliments to the /arge/t 
Share of it, nor gives Pyecedency to any thing in Society but 77- 
tles and Offices ; and Titles conferred at the Univerſities are of the 
fame Validity with thoſe granted at Sz. Fame:'s, becauſe flowing 
from the ſame Fountain of Honour. 

We are taught farther, from the Divine Direction given to 
holy Men before the Law, and from the expreſs Command given 
to the Jews by Moſes, that infinite Wiſdom never left the Sup- 

rt of religious Worſhip and the Maintenance of the Clergy upon 

© precarious a Footing as that of voluntary Payments, though the 
Ferwws might and did make Free-2vi/l Offerings, over and above 
the ome Proviſions, And in imitation of uxerring Wiſdom, pre- 
ſekibing this fixed Method for four thouſand Years together, it 
muſt be the Duty of Chriftian States and Chriſtian People to copy 
after it by making a ſettled Proviſion for the Chriſtian Clergy, as 
independent as poſſible on the good Will of the People. The Cuſtom 
of leaving the Clergy under the Neceſſity of courtirg and i mfortu- 
ning Collectors to take upon them the Office of courting and im- 
portuning the People to give ſomething, in the Way of Bounty, 
which ought to be paid as a juſt Debt due to Gop and his Ser- 
wants, is a Practice very — to Religion, very * 
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(26) 5 
fal to the Clergy, very inconſiſtent. with a free itution, and 
attended with many miſchievous Effects: And this State of De- 

»dency is the harder upon the Clergy of this eſtabliſbed Church, 
— their Predeceſſors were ſo greatly inſtrumental in reſcuin 


the People from the Tyranny of a Popiſb Prince, and a Pois 


Clergy. | 5 3 
24 Yom, I preſume, proved that Jythe having always been paid 
before, as well as under the Law, and paid by Divine Direction, 


| they are ſtill due under the Geſpe/, by virtue of that common Ob- 


* which muſt bind Chriſlians as ſtrongly as it did the People 
of God under the Patriarcha/ Diſpenſation. To what I have 
already offered I ſhall only add one ſhort Remark of Sir Henry 


„gli Book, though the Title be in Latin) p. 58. Upon the 

t mentioning of Tythe in Lew. they are poſitively declared 

* to be God's, as a Part of his Crown, and ancient Demaine 3 
for it is there ſaid, Chap. xxvii, 30. All the Tythe of the Land 
© i, the E6xD's. Moſes doth not command a ner thing, but 

« declareth the Right that of ald did belong to Gon, namely, 
« that all the Tythes of the Land were bi-: which Right muſt « | 

the ſame now, and ever, that it always has ben 
This being the caſe, Gop having never given ap his Right, it 

is impoſiibie that any human Authority, (which can have no Force 
but what it derives from him by whom all civil Magiſtrates have 
Power to decree Juſtice) ſhould invalidate Gop's Title. From 
hence, therefore, it follows, that if the Laws of our Country had 
probibited the Payment of Tythe, the Tenth Part of ewery Pexion's 

Subſtance would be notwithſtanding due to Gov for his parti 

Uſe ; and that, as Gop has appointed Perſons to attend upon his 
Service, this Portion is to be paid to them as his Receivers. 
But Hebe would be due to Gop by virtue of a vo/untary Grant 
from «s, if Gop had no*anzecedent Claim to them. And, let not 
any one imagine, that a Divine Right and an human Conſecra · 
tion are inconſiſtent ; for, what Mr, Le/ly ſays on this Occaſion 
is undeniably true. It is very poſſible, and has been often the 
Caſe in Fact, for Men to www to do a thing which they were 
under a prior Obligation to perform. Thus it is in Bapti/m ; we 
moſt ſolemnly dewote ourſelves to the Service of Gop, though 

without any ſuch Dedication of ourſelves we were obliged to con- 
form ourſelves to the Will of Gop. | | 3 
Hiſtory informs us of earlier Laws made for the Payment of 


| 222 in his admirable Book Je nan Temerandis Tecleſiis (an 
xc 


| Tythe in England, but I need go no farther back than the Time 


of Erhelwolf, who, in the Year 854, granted the Tythe of all 
his Dominions. In the following Year this Grant was renewed 
in a more ſolemn Manner. The Charter was preſented, ſigned 
by him upon his Knees at the Great Altar at St. Peter's Flt 
minfler ; and this was done not only with the Conſent of Lords and 
Commons, but with the Subicription of the Hands of all the Bi- 
Hope, Abbots, Earls, and Meble, to the Charter; and with th 


great 
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(4) | 
Pe Applauſe of the People. Almoſt every King, till Edward ' 
4 or, did the ſame. That — Colle&ion of the 
Laws that had been enacted by former Kings in their ſeveral King- 
doms in England, in a particular manner confirmed and inforced 
this of Ether vol, 's for the Payment of Tythe. Theſe C on ſecrati - 
ons were made with the moſt dreadful Imprecations and Cur/es 
upon themſelves and their Poſterities, who ſhould detract any of 
the Tythes ſo wowed and granted. All ſuch Perſons were eſteemed 
as Men who had renounced their Chrftianity, and were not wor- 
he of the Name of Chrifians. Notwithſtanding the Overthrow 
all former Rights by William the Conqueror, the Right of 
= was confirmed by him and all his Succeſſors up to Henry 
Eighth. The Congueror Confitmed Edward the Confeſſor's 
Body of Laws; wherein all Corr, Cattle, Cheeſe, Milk, Lambs, 
Butter, Pigs, Honey, Woods, Meadows, Waters and Mills, Parks, 
Ponds, Fiſheries, Cops, Orchards, Gardens, Trad:, and all other. 
things, were tytbed. And the Reaſon aſſigned for tything every 
thing was, becauſe Men have received every Bling of Lite from 
God, and ought herefore to make this Acknowledgment of it. 
This Clauſe 1s cited at large by Dean Prideaux at Page 141. 
This was the Senſe of our Kings and People for above ſeven Cen- 
turiet; till a Popiſh Prince and a Popiſh Parliament, taught by 
the Example of their /upream Head's Appropriation of Parochial 
Lands and Tythes to the Uſe of religious Houſes, ventur'd to give 


them to Lay Impropriators. So that Gop and the Church had, if 


poſſible, a firmer and more 2 Right in the Zythe of every 
thing, than any Man in the Kingdom can have to his Eſate, be- 
cauſe they were granted with Circumſtances of much greater So- 
lemnity, and That Grant more frequently repeated, than any other 
Law that ever was enacted for the Determination of Civil Pro- 


perty. As to Glebes and Manners ſettled upon the Church, they 


were the Gift of private Perſons, or of Kings out of their own 


Lands, and given, as Mr. Selden informs us, with the Conſent of 


the next Heir, in order to convey a clear and full Property. 


But there is another Title to them which I never ſaw mentioned 
by any of the Writers on this Subject, and that is, long and un- 
interrupted Poſſeſſion. It would be very hard that a Modus of 
fifty or ſixty Years ſtanding ſhould ſet aſide a poſitive Statute, and 
that /even or eight hundred Years Poſſeſſion ſhould not be able to 
e/tabliſh a Title, whatever might be the Original of it. I appeal 


to Wiftminſter-Hall for the Orthodoxy of my Doctrine, and to 
every Gentleman in England, whether he would not think it a 


moſt arbitrary Procee 33 an Act of great 2 if the 
Parliament ſhould paſs a Law to take away an Eſtate from him, 


| which had been in the Family for /even Centuries, without Inter- 


ruption, or Oppoſition." A Parliament may make a Law that in 
the Execution of it may prove a very great Hardſhip upon parti- 
cular Perſons, and private Intereſts in ſuch Caſes muſt ſubmit to 
the publick Good: But I do 1 (with great — to 
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Mr. %)) chat, as fur as the Church might be thought to be in 
Poſſeſſion of a greater Share of the Wealth of the Nation than 


was conſiſtent with the rea Welfare of the Community, ſo far the 


Legiſlature had Authority to transfer any ſuch Part of the Church's 
Polleflions as were of buman Appointment, though given with all 


imaginable Circumſtances of So/emnity. The Breach of the J. 
Corban for the ſake of the natural oy to Parents, of 
Sabbath for the Sake of Mercy, are in Point, and determi- 
ned by our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, again the Force of a V, 
ora eee Infiitution. So, likewiſe, Man conſcerates to 
the rt of Religious Worſhip is done, as the Sabbath was in- 
tended, for the Good of Mankind, and not of God; and, there- 
fore, if a Nation in rr 
portion of their Subſtance. for that Purpoſe than the Welfare of it 
could bear, fuch a Donation cannot be table to Goo, or 
valid in itſelf ; and the Legi/ature has Authority to alter it. 
Whether that were the Caſe of religious Houſes in England at the 
Reformation, I will not inquire. learned Biſhop Tanner has 
ö a Summary vf their Conveniences and Inconveniences, in his 
reface to his Hiftery of them, to which I refer the Curious. 


But this could not be the Caſe of Yibe, which was no larger a 
Portion of every Man's Subſtance than had been given, not onl 


* 
in this Kingdom, but in all Nations, and through all Ages of the 
World; and given originally by the Direction of infinite Miſom, 
which could not err in judging of the trueſt Intereſt of any People. 
For which Reaſon we may be aſſured, that the 7enth Part could 
not be a larger Portion than was conſiſtent with the rea / Welfare 
of the Community, and, conſequently, no more than the Lægiſla- 
ture had a Power to give; and whatever they had a Power to 
give, when once given they could have no f Authority to re- 
fume. A Gift abſolutely * a Transfer of Property, What 
did belong to the Doxor, after the Donation belongs to him to 
whom it is given ; otherwiſe the Gift is nothing, becauſe it con- 
veys nothing. And, if by virtue of ſuch Gift the Rigbt to the 
thing given be transferred from the Donor to me, what Right can 
any other Perſon or Perſons have to what is become mine? We 
may with Decency and due Reverence affirm, that even the De; 
cannot reca/ an abſolute w 6 Upon this Foundation are buile 
our Aſſurances of the Bieſlings of the Chriſtian Covenant; and, 
if you ſuppoſe Gop at liberty to reſume his Grant, without a For- 
feiture on our Part, though we ſhould perform the Conditions we 
cannot depend upon the Reward. And would it not be 
firarge, that the Creator, the grand Proprietor of every Stars 


— 


every Thing, ſhould be eternally bound by his vo/untary Grants to 


his Creatures ; and yet, that his Creatures ſhould be at /berty to 


— abſolute Grarts made to one another, and to himſelf too? 
4 | 


rants made in the moſt ſolemn manner and in the ſtrongeſt 


Terms? Grants fo often confirmed? Grants which have been ſo 
long enjoyed? But there is a ſtrong Circumflance in the * 
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conſequently, incapacitated for the Poſſeſſion of thing givew 


— 


things, becauſe conſecrated to religious Uſes, and 
long only to firitual Perſons ; though the Lawyers 


ture, and convert them into Lay Fees. To illuſtrate this Matter, 
let us ſuppoſe, that the Legiſlature had, ſo many Years before the 
Reformation, granted Lands for the Support of Civil Offices, | 
which a Cl:rgyman, by the Nature of his particular Function and 
by the Laws of the Land, was deemed incapable of diſcharging 3. 
and, farther, that a particular Family had been in'Poſ of 
them for above /e, Centuries. Su „ then, that the L.. 
gi/llature, after ſuch an abſolute Grant frequently confirmed, and 
fter ſuch a long Enjoyment of them, ſhould take away thoſe" 
Lands from the Family, and give them to ſome Clergymer, who 
neither did diſ oſe Offices, nor were capable of doing it x 
ſill requiring the Family to perform the Duty for which the «bole 
Hate was given, but leaving :bem only a /mall Part of it, very 
inadequate to the Duty performed, and very inſufficient to enable 
them to perform it in ſuch a manner as would effectually anſwer 
the End: of thoſe Offices, In this Caſe would not the Family 
juſtly think themſelves greatly injured ; And, if fome new Terms 
were invented for the ſake of calling a C a Layman, there- 


by to render him capable of 27 U the Hate, while he ſtill con- 
E 


tinued incapable of executing the Office to which it was annexed, 


would not this be thought a moſt ridiculous Piece of Chicanery 


But this is not all. Lay Impropriators are ſometimes conſidered 
as Laymen, and ſometimes as Clergymen. To qualify them for 
the Recovery and Enjoyment of Church Revenues, and to exempt 
them from the Payment of ſmall Tythes out of Eftates that 
did formerly belong to religious Houſer, they paſs under the De- 
nomination of firitua/ Perſons ; th the Maxim * which 
the Law in this Caſe is founded (viz. that ſpiritual P ought 
not to pay Tythes to other ſpiritual Perſons) is falſe, if the 
Scripture true, for there we read that the Lewite: were or- 
dered by Gov to pay Tythe out of their Tythe to a ſuperior Order 
of ſpiritual Perſons. In the Chancel, at the Altar, where 


they come in their Lay — — to receive the from 
the Vicar, the Law makes Parſons, ſpiritual Perſons, of them, that 


the conſecrated Ground may be therrs ; while their Cayater, the 
Vicars, diſcharge the Office * the Corpſe for them ; an 
Office, which they themſelves, by 
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erg, to whom were given ; many of thoſe "od 
have Tonſiderably aug mente the poor Yi ary of bel, 
them. Trixi, College in Cambridge, as I have it from i 
table Authority, give ann»ally 500 J. in this Way. An 

much to their Honour, and worthy of Imitation, 
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ation. I take apon me to maintain, that though the Poi 
of the Legsflaturs be a flux 
| permanent thing; and that- thoſe who now -compaſe it are 
much obliged to make Reparation for any Jnjaftice- done to 
Subject by their Preuecgſſors, as any one Man is bound ; hs 
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People in the whole | What is our f | ition 
will not ay. What may be our future one of tell. * 


ſome publick and grievous Calamity, mu/t befal this Nation; an 
re Viſtarion to be near at hand. $ 

at Politicians in their Wickedneſs and Folly may make a 
Scotn of Providence, but the Eye of Omniſcience cannot be de» 
ceived, nor the Arm of Omnipetence defeated. wy 
We have ſeen how the Law of the Land ſtands with regard to 
the Products of the Earth. The tenth Part of it was given to 
>» ap" Uſes; and if Men ſecrete, or with-bold any Part of this 
Vite, they injure Cop and Mas; and ſuch Perſons, where th 
could do it with Safety, would with as little Seruple be guilty of 
any other ſort of Fraud, or Robbery. Annual C ions are a 
mutual eaſe both to the Clergy and Laity z but, all Compoſitions 
_ in Faffice to be, as near as can well be computed, an equi- 
H 


t for the Value ; which muſt depend yew rp upon the 
oneſty of the Farmers. For fear the Prieft ſhould be defrauded 
of his Dues by fuch Compoſitions, if the Fes, by giving Money 
in lieu of them, had a mind to redeem any of the Yythes, they 
133 to give a fif2b Part more than they were eſteemed to 
wo 8 3 N 10 + i 
Bebe being the tenth Part of the whole yearly Produce, if 8 


9 


Piece of Ground were to produce ten e 


is equally ytbeable. Or, in caſe of Hay, which is Great Tythe, 
the — 22 of the Value of the After Graſi is as Full 
Vicar's due, as the tenth Part of the other belongs to the Impro- 
priator. Both together are but the yearly Produce of the Land. 
Before I conclude I muſt ſay ſomething concerning per/onal 
Tythe. Whether we conſider the Support of publick Worſhip upon 
facial, or religious, Principles no one Reaſon can be aſſigned why 
Land ſhould pay Tythe, which will not hold as ſtrongly for H- 
thing Money and Stock of any kind; as alſo for Merchants, Trader 
— of PO paying Jytbe out of their Gains, as 
as the Farmer who takes more Pains to get a leſs Income with 
more Anxiety. This, I ſay, is equitable and reaſonable in itſelf, 
But perſonal Tythe is ſtill due by the Laws of our Country, and as 
much the Clergy's Property as the tenth Part of the Products of 
the Land; except in thoſe Parts of London that were burnt down z 
and there a certain Payment upon every Houſe was fixed by A 
Parliament in lieu of perſonal Tythe. But this /ereled Payment 
is by nd means an equivalent for the Tythe, as it ought in Reaſe 
and Conſcience to be; and therefore, it is a very great Hard i 
upon the Clergy that Eafter Offerings are diſcontinued in 
ſo many Pariſhes in London. In all other Parts of the Kingdom 
perſonal Tythes are due by the Law of the Land, as well as by the 
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Inequality. Till | | 
| of thoſe Notions of common Honefly and common Piety, to whi 


J have made Appeal, will, without Compulſion, we a 
Nas wh the Law 7 * | 

they have laid the Minifer under a very Ob- 
ligation by ſo doing; and a much leſs ion of their | 
ariſing from Szock and Bu/ine/5, than what the Land and the Farmer 
would be a Maintenance more than ſufficient for the. Vicar: 
of frogs Markt Towns, and ſerve for a ſtanding Fund for the 
— called 8. F for Chrifening | 
are urplice Fees, paid for ings, 
Churchings, Waddings, and — are — that have never 
had one uniform Settlement for every Pariſh, but have varied in 
different Places, and at different Times in the ſame Place. There 
is one Conſideration which t principally to govern in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of theſe Dues, that is, the Duty performed, and 
the Proviſion made for it. It is highly reaſonable that in large 
Market Towns, where the Burthen of Church and Parochial 
Duties is heavy, that theſe occaſional Perquiſites ſhould be pro- 
portionably larger ; and yet, in many ſuch Places, they are lower 
than ordinary, particularly in my own Pariſh. But, as I have for 
their greater Advantage and Improvement added conſiderably 
to my Duty, I make no doubt but will as readily agree to a 
more equitable Table of Fees. —In to Marriages and Bu- 
rials it is a great Hardſhip upon the Minifter of the Parif that 
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the Oarb already mentioned, in relation to perſonal Hibe, 


1 — ity to pay them in that voluntary man- 


Concluſion I ſhall juſt ſum up the State of 
are that pay any thing proper ly out of their own Pockets. 
| Earns rnd yo are RE —— — 


| Tipo! of them ; and could —ů— than to 
me, ſuppoſing that the Eſtates had continued in the ſame Fami- 
lies ever ſince. But, moſt of them, if not all, have long ago 
chan 1 ; and as the Purchaſers paid for no more than 
nine as the Farmers hire no more than nine) the Hiebe 
is not paid them, becauſe it never was part of heir Poſ- 
ſeſſions. They pay nothing but occaſional Perquiſites which 
are a mere Trifle ; though many of them — poſſeſſed of 
ſeveral thouſand Poturids a Year. Others, worth as much in 
STE and Stocks, pay as little. Merchants and Traders 


e ſame Condition, unleſs where there are Eafter Offer- 


ines. If there were a ſufficient Maintenance otberauiſe provided, 
" ſhould have little to ſay on this Head; nothing at all, but that, 
even in this Caſe, every 3 Chriſtian would chuſe to give ſome- 
| _ by way of Free-will Offering, as a Teſtimony to himſelf and 
orld of the Sincerity of his Pjety ; but, as there is not, ſuch 
2 ſuch, I hope, there will be) as ſhall be convinced that they 
are in Arrears to Gov and his Church, may eafily find out Me- 

thods of making ſome Satisfaction. 

There are many neceſſitous, but deſerving Clergymen, who 
ſtand in need of ſome Afliſtance ; with large old ruinous Houſes 


to keep in Repair, but without any G/ebe to keep a Cow, or a 


Horſe. There are Numbers of their Children left deſtitute of 
Support. There are many Churches that the Patron, perhaps, 
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